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ENQUIRY, & 


nn Wealth of every 
Nation ariſing from the 
Sale of thoſe Goods, 

: whether manufactured, 
or in their native State, which faf- 
ter providing for their home Con- 
ſumption) they ſend abroad; it is 

not to be wondered at, if all Me- 
thods have been thought on, that 
might ſecure a foreign Market, and 
render their Sale of the greateſt Ad- 
. 


It is for this Reaſon that Pre- 
miums have been introduced, and 
| A in 
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in many Caſes thought neceſſary = 
both to encourage the People to la- 
bour, and to enable the Merchant 
to export the Commodities, which 
that Labour produceth. Every Bo- + 
dy perceives that nothing can ſell _ 
abroad, . unleſs the home Price be 
ſo much leſs, than what it is fold 
for there, as the Charge of Car- 
riage, and a reaſonable Gain to the 
Merchant amounts to. This Charge 
together with the accidental Falls 
of the Markets abroad, ſometimes 
ſo reduce the home Price, that the 
firſt Venders often complain they 
cannot ſell without Loſs, at ſuch 
Rates as are offered: By the firſt 
Venders, I mean the Farmer, Gra- 
fier, Manufacturer, or whoever 
brings any Commodity to the 
Home-Market; and in this Senſe 
I ſhall always uſe this Word here- 
aſter, in Contradiſtinction to the 
Merchant Exporter. 


To 


(5) 
To remedy this Inconvenience, 
two diſtindt kinds of Premiums 
have been thought on. 


The firſt i is, to grant ſuch Al- 

lowance to the Merchant exporter, 
ſuppoſe 10 or 12 per Cent. (more 
or leſs as the Caſe requires) as may 
enable him to ſell our Commodi- 

ties abroad, and at the ſame time, 
keep up the Price in the Hands of 
the fi ſt Venders, 10 or 12 per 
Cent. higher than what they could 
be ſold TW if ſuch Premium were 
not allowed. 


The ſecond, is to give, at the 
publick Expence, ſuch Gratuities 
to the Perſons employed either in 
Tillage or in carrying on our ſeve- 
ral Manufactures, as may enable 
them to ſtand the Changes in the 
Markets, and always continue Gain- 
ers, tho' ſometime more, and ſome- 


time leſs ſo, as they riſe or fall. 
There 
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There is a third kind of Pre- 


mium, which from its being pe- 


culiar to this Kingdom, may be 
called the Triſh Premium; Its 
Art conſiſted in this, that tho you 


really lowered the Price in the 


Hands of the firſt Vender, you 

made him believe you did not. 
Thus for Example you agreed with 
a Dealer in Woollen or Linen, for 


a Quantity of Cloth, at the Rate 


of twelve Pence per Yard, but 


when you paid him, by giving him 


foreign Gold over-yalued, you in 
Truth give him but Gam Pence: 
But this being lately t taken away by 
the Wiſdom of His Majeſty and 


his Council, need not be infiſted 


18 proceed therefore to the 
other two 


I hay down this General Conclu- 
ſion, That the 1ſt, which conſiſts 
Ones: N 8 


(CF) 
in lowering the Price in the Hande 
of the Merchant-Exporter, is uni- 
verſaly hurtful - to any Nation, 
which I think plainly appears from 
the following Reaſons, tho many 
others —— be produced. 


1. In the common Courſe of 
Trade all over the World, the firſt 
Vender raiſes or lowers his Price 
according to the Demand made for 
any thing he ſells: This is a Con- 
dition every Nation and every Man 
muſt be ſubject to, from the Na- 
ture of humane Affairs, as Men's 
Wants, their Luxury or Wealth in- 
creaſe or leſſen, they will give more 
or leſs for what others furniſh them 
withal. And he who — 
to ſupply them, and he only, ca 
and ought to run the Hazard by 2 
higher c or lower Market. 


2. Premiums of this Kind are of | 


all others molt lyable to be abuſed, 
and 


68) 
and ſuch Frauds are every Day 
committed, as defeat the good In- 
tention of che Publick, and become 
inſupportably burthenſome to it. 


3. The National Gain is never 
increaſed by theſe Premiums, for 
Thatcan be no more than what any 
Commodity ſells for above the 


Premium; whether the Price be 


lower d in the Hands of the Mer- 
chant or the firſt Vender, the Gain 
is the ſame; all the Difference is 
that you tends ſo much of one 
Man's Property to another. 


4. Theſe -publick Allowances 
cannot be ſo managed, as from 
time to time to be granted or with- 
held, as the Riſe or Fall of the 
foreign Market requires, But if 
once eſtabliſhed by Law muſt be 


paid as well pong they are not, 


as when they are neceſſary; which 
is directly lowering the Price to 


Foreign- ” 
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Foreigners, and raiſing it to your 
own People ; and if the Export be. 
carried on by a Foreign Stock, is 
ſo much real Loſs to the Kingdoms 


5. The Home Conſumer pays 
a double Tax for every thing he 
makes uſe of, upon which ſuch a 
Premium is allowed; Firſt his Pro- 
portion or Share of what the whole 
Premium amounts to, and ſecond- 
ly, ſo much per Cent. as is laid 
upon the Commodity, for what 


he conſumes of it. 


This is a Matter of the higheſt 
Concernment to any People, and 
therefore deſerves to be further ex- 
plained and enlarged upon. It 
will I ſuppoſe be admitted, That 
whatever price a Merchant giees i in 
any Market for any thing, the 
ſame every Body muſt give; it no 
way concerning the Seller, whe- 
ther he "_ it for hisown Uſe, or 

| . 
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keeps it for Sale. If a Merchant 
will give 15 or 20 Shillings for a 
Barrel of Wheat, the Houſe-keeper 
muſt give the ſame Rate. 


Let it now be ſuppoſed, That a 
Premium of Ten per Cent. is al- 
lowed by the Publick upon any 
Kind of Commodity you pleaſe, 


ſuppoſe Grain, Woolen or Linen 
Cloth, &c. and that ſo much of this 
is exported as amounts to 300, oool. 


here the firſt Tax paid by the Con- 
ſumers is 30,000 I. per Aunum; and 
if you will ſuppoſe the Home 3 


ſumption to amount to four times 


as much, here is a ſecond Tax of 
I 20,0001. in all 150, oool. paid b 


the Home Conſumers, without the 


Nation's gaining one Shilling Ad- 


vantage in any Reſpect by it: For 


if the Price had been lowered in 
the Hands of the firſt Venders, the 
National Gain had been 270, oool. 


and by what has already been ſaid, 
| it 
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it is evident, it is now no more. 
And if ten per Cent Premium pro- 
cured a Market for the Sale of thoſe 
Goods, Ten per Cent. Abatement 
muſt have done the ſame, unleſs 
there be ſome Magick in Premi- 


If there be any Fallacy in this 

Reaſoning I can't diſcover it; 
However to lay before the Reader, 
the Effects this Premium mult have 


both at Home and Abroad, I will 


conſider it a little further under 
theſe two Heads, Firſt, where it is 
allowed upon . thoſe Proviſions 
which are neceſſary for the Food 
and Cloathing of the People; and 
_ 2dly, where is placed upon the 
Materials of our principal Manu- 
factures, as ſuppoſe Wool in Eag- 
land or Flax in {reland. 


© the firſt Caſe it is moſt evi- 


1 dent in whatever Proportion you 
3 B '. Inc 
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increaſe the Price of the Food and 


neceſlary Cloathing of the People, 
in the ſame you muſt advance the 
Priceof their Labour, otherwiſe they 


muſt ſtarve or go naked : Theſe 


Things being abſolutely neceſſary 
for their Support, no Art, no Con- 
trivance, Oppreſſion or Tyranny, 
can prevent the Conſequence ; 1o 


that if the Premium be ſuppoſed 
Ten per Cent. it muſt be a Tax of 


Ten per Cent. upon the Labour of 
the People, and conſequently upon 
all your Manufactures of what 


Nature or Kind ſoever they are. 


_ 


This is the home Effect; It pro- 


duces juſt the contrary abroad, it 
lowers the Price of Labour there, 
and in Effect gives the Foreigners 


all the Advantages of the Fertility 
and Goodneſs of your Soil, and de- 
prives your own People of it, ſince 


by theſe Premiums the Neceſtaries 


of Life come cheaper to them, 
| than 
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than we can have them at home, 
and that this is not imaginary but 
Fact, appears from what we ſee 
every Day in Dublin, that Eng- 
liſh Grain ſells cheaper here, than 
at Bear-key in London, 


What A over us this 
may give to any Nation that Rivals 
us, in any of our Manufactures, 
is too obvious to inſiſt upon; I ſhall 
only mention the Caſe of England 
in this Reſpect. The Premium 
there upon Grain is about 16 per 
Cent. and if we may depend upon 
the Accounts from thence, the 
whole that is allowed upon the 
Export amounts to about 160, oool. 
annually, and if the home Con- 
ſumption be four times as much, 
the whole Tax upon the People is 
about 800,000 l. per Ann. Whether 
this or other Things has occaſioned 
the exceſſive Price that Labour is at 
there, I ſhall not enquire. 

B 2 As 


„ 

As ohe ſecond Caſe; to allow 
a Premium to export the Materials 
of our principal Manufactures, a 
_ pears ſo odd, that I doubt, "if it 
were made in England with re- 
gard to Wool, whether the Pro- 
poſer would be deemed to be * 
Ane Mind; Nor would it appear o- 
= therwiſe to us, if the Queſtion were 
= put upon Flax in general; but by a 


Subtilty of Underſtanding peculiar 

to Ireland, we ſeparate the Conh- 

deration . Flax, from the Seed of 

| " Fhx, anda Scheme is ſet on foot, ; 
to allow a Premium of Ten per 

Cent. on all Flax Seed exported, in 

ik order to encourage the ſowing of 

| it, and by that means increaſe the 
Quantity of Flax. To have a diſ- 
tin& View of this Scheme, we muſt 

conſider how our Caſe at preſent 

Thinds with regard to Flax Seed. 


If I am "rightly informed two 
third Parts of what is annualy 
ö ſown, 


(;2H:):- 
fown, is imported from abroad, 
that to keep down the Price of 
this as wail 6 as our home Seed, the 
Publick allows a Premium: of 
12 per Cent. to the Importer, and 
for the ſame End diſtributes about 
four or five thouſand Pounds worth 
gratis among, the People. 


Let it be imagined now that this 
new Scheme was to take Place, it 
is manifeſt the Premium upon the 
imported Seed muſt be taken off, 
otherwiſe a Merchant might im- 
port a 10004. worth to- day, and 
get 1 204. by it, and export it again 
to-morrow, and get 100“. more, 
which can be no great n 
to Ireland. 


If this Premium upon imported 
Seed be taken off, it muſt be ad- 
mitted that all forei gn Seed muſt 
be advanced 12 per Cent. in the 
Price; and if ſo, I ſhould ask this 

Queſtion, 


Queſtion, whether every Man, who 
had home Seed of equal Goodneſs, 
would not demand as high a Price. 


for his. 


It has ahead been fully ad 
that all Premiums upon exported 
Commodities, either raiſe the Price 
at home, or keep it up at the Rate 
they ſell for, when the Premium is 
put on; muſt not then this new 
Piemium either further inhance 
the Price of Flax Seed, or at leaſt 
always keep it up at 12 per Ceut. 
more than it now ſells at; ſa 
that the Queſtion upon this new 


Scheme is manifeſtly this, whether 


raiſing the Price of Seed. 12 per 


Cent. will encourage, or put ſome 


Stop to the Sowing of it? I ſhall 
not determine the Queſtion, but 
ſubmit it to every Man 8 Judg- 
ment, 


e 
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But further it will not I think 
be denied, that 10 per Cent. is 
ſufficient to give the Merchant a 
reaſonable Profit, and pay the 
Freight of Flax Seed, from hence 
to Scotland, or the northern Parts 
of England; if this be admitted, 

it will then follow, that if Scoz- 
land, ſuppoſe, by reaſon of the 
Unaptneſs of its Soil, is obliged 
annually to import foreign Seed, 
that you give them all the Advan- 


tages you have over them by your 


good Soil, and ſell them your good 
Seed at leaſt as cheap as you cafh 
buy at home, Nay you lay all 
other Nations under a Neceſſity to 
do the ſame, by this Premium you 
put on it here; and if their Proviſi- 
ons are as cheap as ours, and their 
Induſtry greater, will not this en- 
able them to underſel you. 


It 
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It is extremely probable that 
raiſing the Price of Seed 12 per 
Cent. will diſable the Cottiers, and 
poorer Sort, to ſow it in their little 
Gardens, and ſmall Crofts ; and 
if ſo, the whole Culture of our 
Flax muſt fall into the Hands of 
wealthy Undertakers; who by 
this means will be able to put what 
Price they pleaſe not only upon 
the Seed, but upon the Flax alſo; 
and if they cannot make exorbi- 
tant Gains at home, I cannot ſee 
what can hinder them from ex- 
porting 'the Flax as well as the 
Seed. It is very ſtrange if nothing 
can be produced in Treland, that 
will not ſell abroad without 4 Pre- 
mium; and if ſuch Undertakers 
can ſend their Flax abroad at a bet- 
iter Rate, I much doubt their pub- 
lick Spirit will hardly prevail up- 
on them to {ell it at home, at a 
worſe. 


Thoſe 


(19) 

Thoſe, who underſtandthe State 
of this Kingdom, with Reſpect to 
Flax, tell us the Seed is not yet ſo 
univ erſally brought to Perfection 
in all Parts, but that there is ſtill 
a Neceſſity, of importing annually 
a great Quantity of foreign Seed 
to improve our own Growth, and 
bring it to the laſt Perfection. 
Will not then the raiſing the Price 
of this foreign Seed, put ſome Stop 
to this Improvement; ? Nay, will 
it not compel the poorer Sort to 
continue the Uſe of their home 
degenerate Seed, and prevent in a 
great Meaſure our ever bringing 
our Flax to it's greateſt Perfec- 
tion? 


The Truſtees of the Linen 
Board cannot in Reaſon, or indeed 
with Safety fly in the Face of the 
Law, and therefore if they ſhould 
judge it expedient to diſtribute the 
ſame ——— of Seed gratis, 
which 


rr — 
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which they have hitherto done, 
they muſt buy it at home under 
this advanced Price, which would 
take up almoſt their whole Fund 
in this one Article; and beſides, the 
great Advantage that has hitherto 
accrued to the Kingdom by their 
importing the beſt foreign Seed, in 
order by Degrees to improve our 
OWN Growth, muſt ceaſe. 


It is needleſs to add any thing 
more upon. this Subject, I will on- 
Iy ask this one Queſtion, whether 
this new Scheme be not very near 
akin to that of granting a Premium 
upon the Exportation of Wool in 
England, to encourage the Gra- 
ziers to enlarge their Sheep- walks, 
and for their Benefit to raiſe the 
Price of Wool in England and 
lower it in France! 


It may be ſaid, But may not a 
Law be made now, tho not to _ 
| place 
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place till ſome Vears hence, when 
the State of Things becomes al- 
ter d, to encourage People to ſow r, 
greater Quantities of Seed at pre- 
ſent, upon the Proſpect of their 
future Advantage, when their 
Stock of Seed ſhall be increaſed ? 


Jo this I anſwer that a Law of 
this kind will be leſs hurtful, than 
if it were to take place immedi- 
ately, becauſe it puts off the evil 
Day, but whenever it does take 
place, let the State of our Flax be 
what it will, it will then be attend- 
ed with all, or moſt of the Incon- 
veniencies before-mentioned. 


Suppoſe Flax and Seed ſo in- 
creaſed that the home Price be- 
came lower than the Foreign, and 
that there was a Surplus of both, 
above what we could make uſe of, 
what Effects would this Plenty 
have? I anſwer, iſt, The Pre- 

C 2 mium 
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mium upon imported Seed, would 
fall of it ſelf without any Law to 
take it off. 2d, Your Seed or Flax 
would becinine Merchantable a- 
broad ; you need not add a Pre- 
mium where the Commodity will 
ſell without one. 3dly, If notwith- 
ſtanding in this Caſe you add a 
Premium, then it will become juſt 
ſo much dearer at home, and juſt 
ſo much cheaper abroad as your 
Premium amounts to; and if this 
Premium be ſuppoſed 10 per Cent. 
it will enable the Foreigner, to ſell 
Ten per Cent. cheaper, and lay you 
under a Neceſſity of ſelling, 10 per 
Cent. dearer than you did before : 
'This has already been fully proved, 
and is the Reaſon why in England 
Wool is never permitted to be ex- 
ported, however low the Price is. 


But what ſhall be done wit 
this Surplus ? Why {ell it, if you 
think 
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think it will not hurt your own 
Manufactures, and it will be ſo 
much additional Wealth to the 
Kingdom; you need not fear a 
Market ſince you ſuppoſe it eas 
er than it is abroad. But ſurely 
you will not add a Premiumwhere 
it ſells to Advantage without it, 
only to lay an unneceſſary Tax 
upon the Kingdom, which in this 
caſe becomes ſo much real Loſs 
and enables your Rivals to under- 
ſel you, in our N Manu- 
facture, 


But may not a Premium be al- 
e upon decayed and degene- 
rate Seed, that we may get fid of 
it? I a e no, becauſe the Offi- 
cer cannot, or for half a Crown 
will not diſtinguiſh between good 
and bad Seed, and then the Tow 
mium lies upon all. But I would 
be glad to know, to what uſe the 
toreign Buyer will apply this de- 

| cayed 
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cayed Seed, that we give him 10 
per Cent. to carry off; let that be 
what it will, ſuppoſe, to ſend to 
the Oil-mill, why may not we do 
the ſame? And is it not more pro- 
bable that we ſhall prevent it's be- 
ing ſown again, by diſcouraging it, 
than by raiſing it to a high Price? 
will not the Husbandman be more 


careful for the future to make + 


Choice of good Seed, and to pre- 
pare his ground properly, who finds 
| himſelf a Looſer by his Neglect, 
than if a Premium is given him for 
it ? But if this ſhould be thought 
worth the Care of the Publick, 
the Evil ought to be provided a- 
gainſt by the ſecond Kind of Pre- 
mium, which I ſhall now make 
ſome Obſervations on ; and here 
T lay down this general Concluſi- 
on in direct Oppoſition to the for- 
Mer. | 


That 
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That diſtributing ſmall Gratui- 
ties among the Peeple, to ſet them 
to work, is almoſt Univerſaly of 
Advantage to any Nation, and eſpe- 
_ cially for carrying on any uſeful 

Manufacture from it's firſt Begin- 
ning to Perfection, and for the 
Encouragement of Tillage and 
Improvements of Land. The ge- 
neral Reaſons are Obvious. . 


12, It is attended but with one 
Inconvenience in Common with 
the former, viz. the the Tax up- 
on the People, which generally is 
not conſiderable, can be no more 
than what the Sum of the Premi- 
um amounts to ; and on the other 
Hand it is attended, with all the 


ſuppoſed Advantages of the for- 


mer, and not one of it's real In- 
CONVENIENCES. 


_ 2dly, The Home Price is never 
8 ed by Premiums of this kind, 
but 
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but on the contrary kept low, ſo 
that the Conſumer is fully recom- 
penced by the Cheapneſs of the 
Commodity, for whatever Ex- 
pence he is at to encourage its 
Gro wth. 


z3dly, Where theſe Gratuities 
are given for the Increaſe of thoſe 
Things, which are neceflary for 
the Food or Cloathing of the Peo- 


ple, they are of Infinite Advan- 


tage to the whole Community; 
for by lowering the Price of them, 


they of courſe make Labour cheap- 


er, and give us the Advantage in 
the Sale of all our Manufactures, . 
over all our Rivals ; and not pre- 
poſterouſly, as in the former Caſe, 
make Proviſions cheap Abroad and 


dear at Home, and transfer to 


the Foreigner all the Benefits of 
our Soil and Labour to enable 
them to Underſel us. 


4thly, | 


 4:hly;\ Encouragements of this 
kind (eſpecially. in Ireland: where 
the Common People have no. 
Stock of Wealth to begin upon) 
ſet greater Numbers of lands to: 
Work, and by that means greatly 
Increaſe the Quantity of what they 
are employed in, and in the fame 
Proportion increaſe. the National 
Wealth, tho' the Price is not raiſ- 
.ed, by the greater Quantity that is 
ſent abroad. 


575ʃ% As the whole Premium 
is ſpent at Home it can never Di- 
miniſh the National Wealth, as it 
often does in the former Caſe, but 
gives us the whole Advantage of 
every riſe Abroad, without deduct- 
ing the draw-back, which ever 
muſt go to the Foreigner. Suppoſe, 
for Example, Barley ſo ſcarce in 
Portugal that it ſells for 8 s. per 

Barrel, but here is worth but 4 s. 
would .not a Premium of 2 s. put 


+ upon 
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upon it here, 1ft Oecaſion a riſe 
in our Markets of 2 f. and raiſe it 
to the Home Conſumer to Six; 
And, as the Merchant Exporter 
really gives but Four, would not 
he be an Immenſe Gainer to ſell it 
at Six : So that it lowers it Abroad 
2 s. per Barrel and puts them and 
us upon a Level, and the Natio- 
nal Gain Remains but Four. 
Whereas if there had been no Pre- 
mium, the National Gain would 
be Six, for the Demand Abroad 
would raiſe it to Six, and the Mer- 
ehant by ſelling at 8 s. would ſtill 
de an equal Gainer. 


? 6:hly, The 8 the firſt 
Venders receive as well by the 
Gratuities given at Home, as by 
the Advantage of Forreign Mar- 
kets, would enable them to bear 
the accidental Falls, which fome- 
times happen, and always ſecure a 
: Market, without being in Danger 
of 


(29). 
of having our Goods lie upon our 
Hands, or loading our Home 
Contſuckers with Exceſſive Rates. 


It is needleſs to add any thing, 
more ; for this kind of Premium 
operating in à direct contrary 
Manner to the Former, every 
Thing that has been faid againſt 
that, may be applyed in Favour 
of this ; I will only give two In- 
ſtances,, one has been already tri- 
ed here, and the other ſeems 
ftrongly to call upon us, to make 
the Experiment. 


The Truſtees of the in 
Board, by a ſmall Fund, ſcarce 
ever exceeding Eight Thouſand 
Pounds per Aumum, together with 
a Premium of about 12 per Cert. 
allowed upon Imported. Flax Seed 
to keep down the Home Price, 


have in about 20 Years carried the 


Linen Manufactures to ſuch an 
Extent, 
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Extent, as not only to provide for 
our whole Conſumption at Home, 
but likewiſe to Export to the Va- 
lue of about 500,0001. per An. 


to the F oreign Market. 


The Tax here has been Incon- 
. and every Man's Propor- 
tion of it has been repaid him a 


Hundred fold, by the cheapneſs of 


what he Cannes with Reſpect 
to what he paid when Linen was 
Imported from Holland or Ham- 
borough. But how was this Fund 
applied ! in Premiums to the Mer- 
chant Exporter ? No; in diſtribut- 
ing Seed gratis to fach as would 
ſow the fame in a Husband-like 
manner, in appointing Schools at 
the Publick Expence, to improve 
the Art and leſſen the Price of 
Spinning, and diſtributing Wheels 
tis to enable the Poor to make 


uſe of that Skill; in bringing from 
abroad 


abroad tlie beſt Workmen, and 
granting them proper Sallaries, to 
inſtruct us in all the Branches of the. 
Manufacture, and teach us the 
cheapeſt and eaſieſt Methods of car- 
rying it on; in providing the beſt 


Tools and mend for the ſe- 


veral Perſons employed in the Ma- 
nufacture, and diſtributing them 
gratis where neceſſary, as well for 
Patterns to others, as Rewards to 
the Induſtrious; in giving great 
Encouragements to thoſe who erect- 
ed Mills, Bleach-yards, &c. to pre- 
pare the Materials for the Manu- 
facture at the cheapeſt Rates, and 
carry it on to its higheſt Perfection; 
and above all, in taking the great- 
eſt Care to prevent Frauds in mak- 
ing up the Linen, to ſecure its 
Credit 1 in foreign Markets, | 


By the great Succeſs theſe ſmall 


Gratuities have. had, and the in- 
cConſiderable 


rr ͤ—⸗ 


_ conſiderable Charge the Nation has 
been at in providing them, it is 
_ eaſy to judge which of the two 

kinds of Premiums mentioned 1s to 
be preferred; and if we-wanted any 
thing further to confirm this, the 
ill Succeſs of our Hempen Manu- 
facture would I think put an End 
to the Debate. For beſides all the 
Methods above mentioned, which 
were applied to the Hempen as.well 
as Linen Manufacture, our eager- 
neſs to eſtabliſh the Trade of Sail- 
cloth, induced the Legiſlature to 

ant a Premium of 4d. per Yard 
(which is 25 Per Cent.) upon all Sail- 
cloth exported that was' made of 
#rifþ Hemp, which has had ſo ill 
an Effect, by raiſing the Price of 
Triſb Hemp, that the Manufacturers 
have declared, they find it more to 
their Advantage 1 wave this Pre- 
mium, however great, and make 
uſe of foreign Hemp, than give the 
exceſſive Prices which are demand- 


ed for IJriſo Hemp. T here 
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There is another Inſtance Which 
has not yet heen tried, herein this 
ſecond Kind of Grands m ſeems to 
be capable of producing great Ad- 
voantages to this Kingdom, I mean 
that of Tillage and eee 
of Land. 


And fo let us cuppoſeaTillage= 
Board erected, upon the Foot of that 
already appointed for the Linen 
Manufacture, and a Fund granted 
them, rather greater. than oe other; 
becauſe of its larger Extent, to be 
diſtributed as they ſee Cauſe for the 
Improvement of Lands, and the 
Increaſe of Tillage. Suppoſe for 
the Purpoſe (for | offer nothing but 
by way * hint) that à certain 
Quantity of the beſt Kinds of fo- 
reign Grain, Wheat, Barley, e. 
and of the beft Kinds of Grak-Seeds 
were: imported at the publick Ex- 
pence, and diſtributed gratis, to 
ſuch induſtri ous Farmers, as would 

* 


\ 
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give Security to ſow the fame in 
a husbandlike manner; that ſome 
Perſons skilled in Husbandry were 
brought over, and ſupported by 
proper Sallaries to inſtruct the People 
here, in the eaſieſt and cheapeſt 
Methods, of Plowing, Ditching, 
Draining, planting Hops, ſowing 
Graſs- Seeds, &c. and thoſe by way 
of Itinerants ſettled in ſeveral Parts 
of the Kingdom, to inſpect the 
Husbandry now in uſe, and eſpeci 

ally of thoſe to whom the Board 
2 Sven Premiums, N 


er us 8 that the beſt and 
| propereſt Inſtruments for all kinds 
of Improvement were made at the 
Publick Expence and by the beſt 
Artiſts, and diſtributed gratis to 
improving and induſtrious Far- 
mers, as well to reward their In- 
duſtry, as to become Patterns for 
others to have the like made by; 
that certain Premiums were allow- 


ed 


-— 


—— 
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ed t futh ar woulT widettaki"the 


Dtaining of Bogs and reducing un- 
profitable Lands, and that Abatel 
ments in their Rents, Tythes; Se. 
were allowed them for a certain 


were erected in proper Places where 
leſs able Farmers might lodge and 


ſecure their Grain, and receive Part 


of the Price to anſwer their preſi 
ſing Occaſions, till a Market ou 
be had, and prevent their be 
ruified: by their. Landlords, - or- 
Re b and Fogrofiers 


It is highly rok chat by 
theſe (ot other Methods that might 
be thought on) the Produce both 
of our tilled and grazed Grounds 
would be greatly increaſed, and 


by that means Proviſions might be 


kept low, asalſo the Price of Labour, 


ſo as to favour our Manufactures, 
and at the ſame time the Farmer and 
Grazier be ſo enriched by the In- 


E creaſe 


- 0 
creaſe: of the Quantity, that they 
might ſell both at home and abroad 
to the Advantage of dankee 
and the Kingdom, 1 


The Objections that have FRO 
ods to what has been ſaid, are 
not many nor of great Force., Some 
think, that the Surplus of our home 
Commodities (which is what alone 
can enrich any People) will often 
lye upon our Hands without a 
Premium, and by that means ſo 
diſcourage — that they 
will by Degrees drop their ſeveral 
Trades. This Objection is found- 
ed upon a miſtating the Queſtion, 
for it is admitted that our Markets 
muſt riſe and fall, according to the 
greater or leſs D from a- 
broad. The only Queſtion i is, whe- 
ther the Price is to fall in the Hands 
of the Merchant Exporter, or the 
firſt Vender; to which Queſtion the 


whole preceding Diſcourſe is an 
Anſwer, 2dly, 
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dh, It is faid, the Reaſoningy 
that have been made uſe of, are 
meer -Speculations,: and too abſtrack⸗ 
ed for common People; that a Far- 
mer or Manufacturer knows no- 
thing of the Cauſes of Things; k 
brisk Price ſtirring is what alone 
can encourage them to apply to the 
Improvement of Land, or the In- 
creaſe of our W - that 
this, with relation to Tillage, is 
viſible in England, where by means 
of the Premium upon Grain, that 
Kingdom is become the Granary 
of all Europe, and their Lands more 
ane than 1 in any Part of i = 


In Anſwer to this, 1 ame bt 
the common People are oſten miſ- 
led, and generally are not very 
ſubtle Realoners upon the true In- 
tereſt of any Kingdom, as we have 
lately ſeen here by their Clamours 
againſt reducing the Gold, and 
ber Petitions to raiſe the Silver. 

"4 But 
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But ſurely this qught not to ivflu- 
ence — of B e whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to rectify their Miſ- 

kes,, and not ſuffer themſelves: tq 
4 miſled - by a fooliſh Popularity, 
or to indulge them 1 in thoſe weak 
Meaſures which may end in the 
Impoveriſhmeai of the Kingdom. 


As to 05 Ie of England, 


J am ſo far from thinking it a Rea- 


ſon to engage us to follow their 


Example; that I have produced it 


as the ſtrongeſt Argument that 


could be thongs on againſt Pre- 


miums; for tho” it is poſſible that 
ſome other Cauſes may have concur- 
red, to raiſe the Price off Labour a- 
mong them, yet I am ſure this Pre- 
mium muſt have contributed great- 
1 y thereto, and I never will efteem 


a Nation great Gainers, that to ex- 


port a Million's Worth of Grain, lay 
a Tax upon the People of 800, oool. 
284 thereby N a: Manufac- 
ture, 


— 
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ture, that was the Cauſe of all their 
Wealth, and, if continued, muſt 
make them the Richeſt People * | 
on the Globe. 


But beſides, I doubt whether 


this Premium can be aſſigned as 
the true Cauſe of their Improve- 


ments either in T illage or Graſs- 


lands. As to the, latter, it Certain 
ly. was not, for no Premium was 
= allowed upon that Head, tho 
the Improvements of that rt 


| have been carried farther than even 


in the Caſe of Tillage. The true 
Cauſe was the great Wealth of the 
People, which they had acquired 
He this Premium was thought 
on, and which enabled every Man 
to turn to the beſt Adyantage every 


foot of Soil in his Poſſeſſion, 


Zaly, Some Object that every 
iy that has been faid, is quite 
"beſide the Purpoſe, and fighting 


agua a Man of Straw. of my own 


ſetting 


— 
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ſetting up. For thoſe who con- 
tend for a Premium, always pro- 
poſe it ſubject to Limitation, that 
when the Commodity comes to 
ſuch a Price as may hurt the 
Home Conſumption, it is then. to 
cęaſe. | 


But, with great Subrnifſion, FR 
Objedtion is the Man of Straw. 
For beſides that theſe Limits are 
very little regarded, they only put 
a 1 to the Export When a Dearth 
or Scarcity is apprehended, and 
alter we have ſent ſo much Abroad, 
that we are forced to bring back 
our own Commodities 20 per 
Cent dearer than we fold them. 
I muſt beg the Reader's Pardon, 
for repeating what has been fo of- 
ten ſaid, but I ſhall add but two 
Caſes to ſhew the * of 
theſe limited Premiums. | 


Let it be imagined, that F lax 


Seed becomes dear when it ſells at 
= nn. 7 g. per 
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7 5. fer Buſhel, and that to en- 
5 the Sower, a Premium of 
2 6. ßer Buſhel, was allowed, till 
it reached that Price, and than to 
ceaſe; now I ask this Queſtion, 
whether this Premium, will not 
everlaſtingly keep up the Price of 
Flax Seed here at 6 s. 11 d.! if 


there be any Country i in Europe 


that will take it at 5 5. 6 d; for 
the Merchants Price being but . 
by means of his draw-back, he 
will be able to fell it at 5 s. 6 d. 
and be a ſufficient Gainer after he 
has paid the Freight, and - what- 
ever he gets more, is his Gain 
not the Nation's, whether he be a 
Native or Foreigner. 


Make the ſame Suppoſition in 


the Caſe of Wheat, imagine it 
dear at 16 5. per Barrel, and, for 
the Encouragement of Tillage, that 
a Premium of 2 s. 6 d. the Barrel 
is allowed, but to ceaſe when it 
| comes 
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comes to 16 5. will not this ever- | 
laſtingly keep up the Price of 
Wheat here at 15 8. 11 d.; if there 
be any Nation in Europe that will 
buy it at 14 s. 9 d. ſince 1 5. 3 d. 
is Sufficient for the Freight and 
Merchants Profit. 


- 1 brit therefore, 58 this 
Concluſion does not ſtill hold true, 
that whatever Premium you allow 
for any Thing, raiſes the Price 
juſt ſo much at Home, and lows 
ers it juſt ſo much Abroad. If the 
Premium exceeds the Value of 
the Freight and Merchants Gain, 
your Goods will fell cheaper 
Abroad than at Home, and if it 
be equal, at the ſame Price. 80 
that till it becomes the Intereſt of 
any People, to have the Materials 
of their Manufactures and their 
Proviſions cheap Abroad and dear 
at Home, it will not be their In- 
tereſt to allow Premiums to Ex- 


port them. 
J © 


